
Data for Development: 
an under-valued topic
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Data in the media
Bloomberg, February 20, 2017 The Guardian, January 19, 2017

The Guardian, February 26, 2017 The Financial Times, August 26, 2016
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…and as books  
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Data in economics and development 
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What is ‘data’?

From: https://www.i-scoop.eu/big-data-action-value-context/dikw-model/
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What is development data?

Administrative data and registries 
Survey Data and census

New data sources
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• Decision-making 
• Government accountability 
• Economic activity
• Help citizens make better 

decisions

Does data matter for development?
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Limited data, of low quality and outdated.

State of play in development data
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Support for data and statistic is stagnant

Source: Partner Report on Support to Statistics 2021

Global commitments to statistics
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• T
• Cutting edge of economics and development research: admin data and

new data sources on the rise

Development data – academic 
perspective 
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• T

• Data use, value and impact as research topics

• Data for development not only technical, data science but also
governance, legal, political economy, sociological etc questions

Development data – academic 
perspective 


